
Phonics Parent Workshop



What is Phonics? 
Phonics is the ability to understand the relationship between letters and the 
sounds they represent. 

● Recognizing print patterns
● Syllable patterns
● Word parts (prefixes, suffixes, and root words)



Phonics Terms

IES Practice Guide Foundational Skills to Support Reading for 
Understanding in Kindergarten Through 3rd Grade. July 2016

https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/Docs/PracticeGuide/wwc_foundationalreading_040717.pdf#page=20
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/Docs/PracticeGuide/wwc_foundationalreading_040717.pdf#page=20


Why is phonics important?

● Being able to attack unknown words, recognize words and 
word parts is important for children to read.

● Quickly reading frequently found words in books is also 
important (the, come, what, said).

● Quickly and easily reading words allows children to think 
about and understand what they are reading, which is the 
ultimate goal of reading.



Activities to Support Phonics



Letter-Sound 
Relationships When children connect the letter to 

the sound(s) that the letter 
represents.



Letter-Sound Relationships

Make letter-sounds and have your child write the letter or 
letters that match the sounds.

Parent Tip

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ch7lGykVwgs


Letter-Sound Relationships

Alphabet Flashcards
Write letters on cards. Hold up the cards one at a time and 
have your child say the sounds (for example, the /d/ sound 
for the letter d).  Give your child multiple opportunities to say 
the same sound.

Parent Tip



Letter-Sound Relationships

Hunting for Words
● Choose a letter and have your child 

hunt for five items beginning with that 
letter sound. 

● As each object is found, help your child 
write the word on a list. 

● For example, if the target sound is /m/, 
the child might find and write mop, mat, 
Mom, money, and microwave.



Letter-Sound Relationships

Letter Naming Practice
● Make a line of letters on a piece of paper or whiteboard.  
● Point under each letter and have the child make the sound 

that matches the letter you point to at a steady pace. 



Letter-Sound Relationships
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Blending When children say sounds one after 
another to form a word.



Blending

Sound and Blend – 
○ Think of a three letter word.
○ Write the first letter   c
○ Have child say the sound.  
○ Write the next letter, have child say the sound  ca
○ Write the last letter, say the sound. cat
○ Have the child say all three sounds together to say the 

word. cat



Blending
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CVC Words
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CVCE Words
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Multisyllabic Words
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Word Analysis
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Dictation
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Hunting for Words/Decodable Reading
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High Frequency Words
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