
Overview of Third Grade 
Reading Legislation For Parents

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Welcome!  We wanted to share some information with you regarding the new Third Grade Reading legislation that passed last school year.  Some of you might wonder why there is a large push on reading and academics in Michigan.  This is because Michigan was ranked 41st in the nation on their 2015 NAEP 4th grade reading achievement. Overall, our state has begun to decline in the areas of reading achievement.  Thus, the legislation is aiming to remedy this situation. However, there are many aspects to this law that we want to start to share with you - some specific for the school and some specific for the home. 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
First, we want to share a quick video to help message how we want to work with you.  After the clip:  We want to partner together with you as the parent and work as a team like the geese. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7ZqNpDNDKAc
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7ZqNpDNDKAc


Learning About the Law
•What is the law about?
•How will it affect my child?
•What do I need to know as a parent?
•What can I do to support my child?



What is the law about?

• The law requires extra support for DK-3rd grade 
students who are not at grade level in reading

• It also requires that a child be retained in 3rd 
grade if they are more than 1 grade level behind 
by the end of 3rd grade



What Do I Need to Know As a Parent?

•Your child’s reading progress will be closely monitored
•If your child isn’t reading at grade level, an Individual Reading 
Improvement Plan (IRIP) will be created. The plan includes:

•Extra instruction or support in reading areas of need
•Ongoing checks on reading progress
•A Read at Home Plan (RAHP)

•You have the right and are encouraged to be involved every 
step of the way!
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Presentation Notes
As a parent, we want you to know we will be looking at data more closely with the teaching staff than we have in the past.  For students who are not on grade level, we will create Individual Reading Improvement Plans with you, the administration, and the teacher to be thoughtful as to what each child needs to improve.  In addition, we will create a plan for you as the parent to help support your child at home.  �We must work together to help support your child as a reader.  Because of this, both of these plans are created with you and need to be signed by you as the parent/guardian.



How will this affect my child?

• Your school will continue using a screener in DK-3rd 
grade to identify students who need extra help with 
reading

• If your child is identified as needing additional                   
supports your school will provide your child with                        
an Individual Reading Improvement Plan (IRIP) and a 
Read at Home Plan (RAHP)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Just like when you go to the doctor’s office for anything, they take your temperature to gauge quickly if you are ill and need extra help, we will screen students three times per year to see if any of our students need extra reading help. This means your child’s teacher and school will work with your child to find where your child needs support in his or her reading development and create a plan to support him/her. 



What is an IRIP and RAHP?

Individual Reading Improvement Plan*

● Plan for the school staff (teachers, 
interventionists) with specific activities 
and targeted supports to help your 
student

● Will include tracking the student’s 
progress on the activities

Read at Home Plan

● Plan for the family that engages you 
and your child in reading and writing 
outside of the school day 

● Will include an invitation to the Parent 
Workshops to support parents at home 
in the specific activities

*Your child will not miss regular reading instruction as a part of this plan. 
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An IRIP is a way for the school to be thoughtful in their creation of supports for your child.  We will monitor this plan and check back to make sure it is working, and if not, we will make changes to help support the student.  A RAHP is a way for you to help support your child at home.  We will be holding parent workshops around the Eaton County area so that you can find a time that works with your schedule.  



How will this affect my child?

•This part of the law will apply starting when this year’s 1st 
grade (2017-18) reach 3rd grade

•A student will not be promoted to 4th grade unless they 
are less than 1 grade level behind by the end of 3rd 
grade

•A child will only be required to repeat 3rd grade once
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A large part of the law is if your child is reading more than one grade level below their school grade by the end of 3rd grade, the child will be retained and will repeat 3rd grade.  If a child is retained, they will only repeat 3rd grade one time. 



What Can I Do to Support My Child?
• Ensure your child attends school daily! 
• Talk positively about school 
• Do reading activities with your child - even in the summer! 

•Some examples include:
•Play rhyming games - I am thinking of a word that rhymes with _____
•Play sound games - I spy something that starts with the sound /t/ [tree]
•Look for letters on signs as you drive down the road 
•Listen to nursery rhymes and children’s songs and discuss the rhyming words
•Read together - you read a sentence, they read a sentence
•Talk about what you read in books, newspaper, online, or in magazines
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Presentation Notes
Attendance is key. Students can’t learn the materials and key parts of reading if they miss the instruction.  Yes we try to catch them up, but if the student is a struggling reader, it becomes that much harder on the student.  Your attitude towards school rubs off on your child(ren), what you enjoy - they enjoy.  Find the positive parts of school to help them look forward to learning. Here are some different activities that can be done with your child. Many of these can be done while driving, grocery shopping, doctor’s appointments, and more. Look for 3-5 minutes of opportunities of time to support your child’s reading when you are out on the go.  
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